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Bkvus Iitthuutiohaiji db Sociolog rc.—No. L Paris. A. Giard et E. 
Briere, Editeur*. Pp. 112. It is the opinion of the promoters of this 
periodical that social subjects are the questions of the hour, and that the 
future of civilisation depends on the manner in which they are solved. 
Political passion and prejudice will not settle them. They must be 
approached in a scientific spirit and solved in accordance with scientific 
principles. The aim of this review is to deal with social phenomena in 
this spirit—to collect facts, to classify them, and to ascertain the laws 
which govern them. In fulfilment of this purpose the review will 
publish original monographs, it will take cognisance of current social 
movements, it will review the literature of these movements, and its 
pages will be open to all who have anything to say no matter from what 
standpoint it is Said. In the first article M. Worms, the editor, tells us 
what m his opinion Sociology is. He defines this rather vague word as 
the science of societies. It will be observed that this is the definition 
which Mr. Spencer and Comte before him have already given of sociology.' 
According to M. Worms, sociology is a science in embryo : we have 
social sciences but no social science. This arises from the fact that 
sociology is the most complex of all the sciences. Sociology will make 
progress, M. Worms considers, if it follows the methods of Diology, and 
divides itself into descriptive and comparative sociology. Descriptive 
sociology will occupy itself with definite sets of social facts; comparative 
sociology will group these facta and ascertain the laws which regulate 
them. For ourselves we would say that it is hazardous to presB biological 
method too far in social investigations. Up to a certain point thiB 
method is no doubt fruitful, but it is apt to confound analogies with 
arguments, and it has certainly led one well-known German sociologist, 
Schteffle, to construct fantastic resemblances between corporeal and 
social life. Following the biological method Mr. Spenoer and M. Fouillee 
tell us that the final outcome of social evolution will be an individualistic 
form of society: the Germans on the other hand who follow this method 
say that the social organism is unfolding in the direction of state 
socialism. When the facts of social life regarded from the same point of 
view produce such contradictory impressions on the beholder it is hardly 
possible to resist the conclusion that the point of view itself is a defective 
one. M. Worms is on safer ground when he says that the social sciences 
are as yet in the stage of simple observation, and that it will be many a 
long year before we can expect anything from them in the shape of a 
classification of the laws which determine the evolution of social life in 
its entirety. The next paper is an account of a strike under the regency 
by M. Babeau. M. Bertillon follows with a discussion of the birth rate 
in France. He says the abnormally low birth rate among his country¬ 
men proceeds from an economic cause and must be met with an economic 
remedy. The economic cause is the passion for economic wellbeing ; 
voluntary sterility is the result. The Btate should abolish this cause by 
increasing taxation in the case of small f amili es and by diminishing 
taxation when families are large. It is to be doubted whether this 
remedy will achieve its purpose. The birth rate in all important 
European countries has decreased considerably within the last twentv 
years. As the standard of comfort is raised it will decrease further still 
and the French in the future will not find themselves so completely ont- 
stripped in numbers by other races as M. Bertillon seems to fear. The 
last article is by M. du Maroussem. The writer sees industry becoming 
more and more concentrated and the small trader being squeezed out of 
existence. He is afraid of the triumph of an industrial system which 
will be headed by a wealthy oligarchy. It is a suggestive paper. A 
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chronicle ol the social movement and a review of books closes a very good 
first number. 


Philosoph(schb Studies. —Bd. viii., Heft, 8, 4. H. Eckener—Unter- 
snchnngen uber die Scbwankungen der Auffassung minimaler Sinnesreize- 
E. Pace—Zur Frege der Schwanknngen der Anfmerksamkeit nach 
Versnchen mit der Masson’schen Scheibe. [These two investigations of 
the ‘ fluctuations of attention ' deal principally with the theory recently 
advanced by Mtinsterberg, in BeiirUgt, ii. That theory is disproved by 
experimentation (sound and sight). The fluctuations are not periodical 
(except, perhaps, under certain definite conditions, p. 894), ana they are 
not peripherally explicable. Dr. Eckener attempts to furnish a psycho¬ 
logical theory of the phenomena, based on a criticism of that of N. 
Lange.] J. M. Cattell—Anfmerksamkeit und Reaction. [The general 
validity of L. Lange’s distinction of the 1 sensorial ’ and * muscular ’ time 
is disputedj A. Kirschmann—Beitraige zur Kenntniss der Farbenblind- 
heit, ii. [Typical red-green-blindness, with shortened spectrum ; green- 
blindness, a system containing only the qualities red-orange and blue ; 
green-blindness, with modifications, a case of diminished colour-sensi¬ 
bility, with practical absence of blue and orange. 1 Polychromatic ’ is to 
be substituted for • trichromatic ’. Anomalies of polychromatism occur, 
and there are intermediate stages between it and dichromatism. Di¬ 
chromatism seems to have nearly as many forms as there are cases. 
Transference of complementarism is often to be noted. The neutral 

X t does not always lie in the region of the spectrum, where it must be 
:ed in accordance with any theory of ground-colours.] E. Menmann 
feeitrage zur Psychologic dea Zeitsinnes, L [An elaborate critical article, 
dealing principally with the Time-sense researches of Miinsterberg and 
Schumann. The inadequacy of the theories of these authors is shown 
in detail. An experimental investigation of the problem has been 
carried out by D. Meumann, and wall shortly be published. Attention 


608 ff., which tire, unfor- 
apfe—Beitrkge zur experi- 


may be called to the Schluttbemerkuiigm, 

tunately too lengthy for transcription.] B. _ t u t 

mentallen PrUfung der Methoae der richtigen und falschen Fiille. [A 
careful investigation of the method, in tne sphere of sound. The 
method made good its right to rank with the other attested psychophysi¬ 
cal procedures. The paper discusses its theory, in terms of the proposals 
of Fechner, Jlllller, and Merkel Weber’s law was oonfinned.] A. 
Kirschmann—Die Farbenempfindung im indirecten Sehen, i. [Results 
were obtained, which harmonise neither with the Young-Helmholtz 
hypothesis, nor with that of Hering. The relative extension of the 
colour-zones, and the influence of the magnitude of stimulus on the range 
of oolour-senaibility are considered. The resemblance between partial 
oolour-blindness and the colour sensation in indirect vision is superficial 
only.] K. Marbe—Die Schwanknngen der Gesichtsempfindungen. [A 
research undertaken under Prof. Martins’ direction, independently of the 
work of Drs. Eckener and Pace. Their conclusion, that the fluctuations 
are not periodical, is confirmed. The thesis is maintained, that visual 
fluctuation is dependent on the relation of the intensity of the difference- 
stimolus (ring) to that of the ground-stimulus (background). The phases 
of visibility increase, with increasing difference, within limits. The 
duration of an oscillation is a function of this increase. The problem is 
here regarded in a new light. Several points in the three papers call for 
further detailed investigation.] E. W. Scripture - 1st eine cerebrale 
Entstehung von Schwebungen moglich ? [An answer to Schafer’s objec¬ 
tions (ZeiU. f. Ft. v. Pk. A Sinnetorg., iv., 848) to the writer’s former 
publication (P. & vii., 680).] W. Wundt—1st der Homerv direct durch 
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